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BOOK REVIEW 

Pfti R D. Sill iNG, 1 999. Ecology: Theories and applications, 3rd ed. (ISBN 0-1 3-915653-4, 

hbk.) Prentice-Hall, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 07458, U.S.A. 638 pp., b/w and 
color, and line drawings. 

Ecology: theories and applications is a well-written, comprehensive overview of basic key concepts 
and theories in the fields of ecology and conservation biology. Headings for each of the subsec- 
tions are staterrients that summarize the key ideas and provide a helpful outline of the major con- 
cepts of the chapter. Tables, photographs, and diagrams throughout the book are well presented 
and effectively summarize or illustrate important concepts. The book is organized in a fairly tradi- 
tion format, covering a wide range of topics. It begins with a discussion of the field of ecology in 
general, then moves through evolutionary ecology, behavioral ecology, population ecology (in- 
cluding a nice presentation of abiotic factors), coinmunity ecologyand ecosystem ecology.Stiling 
also includes a discussion of the relatively young field of conservation biology.Within each section 
are presentations of modenr-day applications relating to the theories that support them. These 
sections help the student recognize the significant role that the science of ecology has to play in 
decision-making and policy at local to global scales. The book is a great resource for university 
students and others interested in the theories fotming the foundation for the ecological sciences. 
—Charlotte Bryant. 


